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PROPER REPLY, &c. 


YL T took me up ſome Moments to con- 

ſider, if it was conſiſtent with the 
ſtrict Modeſty expected from my Sex, 
to open a public Correſpondence with 
your's; but the dear Itch of meddling, 
and her Grace's Example, ſoon got the 
better of my Squeamiſhneſls, Why 
ſhou'd' not I, thought I to myſelf, tho” 
no Dutcheſs wallowing in Millions, acqui- 
red by grinding the Faces of Mz1lons, 


commence Author, as well as her Grace; 


or why ſhou'd I be more ſhy of writing 
to a private Gentleman, than ſhe was to 
a Lord? Iam ſure my Motive for wri- 
ting is not leſs juſtifiable than her's was. 
I deſign no Panegyrick upon my Dear 
Self, which appears but too viſibly, to 
have been her Grace's ſole View; nor 
have I the leaſt Intention of mending a 
batter'd CharaQter by depreciating that of 
all thoſe I have been moſt ob/iged to— 
No, Sir; I take a nobler Flight ; I have 
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4 tfiore Chriſtian View in dropping the 
' Fan for the Grey Gooſe Quill, Her 


Grace ſeems to arrogate Merit from 


' flinging Dzrt on the Aſhes of one of the 
| Beſt and Greateſt of her 6w1n Sex, whilſt 


] only aſfume the Glory of endeavouring 
to reſcue the Fame of one neither ſo 
Great nor Good, Here I wou'd be un- 
derſtood to mean the Word Good com- 


paratively : For tho' I don't think Lady 


Hanmer to have been as geod a Woman 


as Queen Anne, I verily believe ſhe had 


many good Qualities; and am very ſure 
ſhe won'd appear to have had as few 
bad, as many of her Neighbours, had ſhe 
never known you, and had you never 
attempted to have drawn her Character. 
'Tis probable you may have intended 

a Panegyrick on your Sou!'s Sou, but 
really, Sir, never was Portaiture of an 
unhappy Woman leſs ſkilfully, or more 
;nvidiouſly drawn, The Truth 1s, you 
are no Artiſt, tho” you take uncommon 
Pains to be thought one. Happy had 
it been for the poor deceas'd Lady, if 
ſhe had rightly diſtinguiſhed between 
the intrinfick Merit of the Man ſhe /igh- 
Zed, and rhe Tinſel Varniſh of him, for 
whom ſhe loſt that which ought to be 
moſt dear to a Woman of Senſe, Poor 
Lady |! 


"$3 

Lady! cou'd ſhe now caſt an unprejudi- 
ced Eye on this doughty Performance 
of the Man, whom you tell us ſhe ido- 
lized, how muſt ſhe bluſh to doat on fo 
unnatural a Compoſition of Vanity; 


Pride, Meanneſsof Soul,}Pedantry, Mad= 


neſs and Stupidity, _ | 

If yourevere Lady Hanmer's Memory 
as greatly as you wou'd perſuade your 
Readers you do, you will readily excufe 


any harſhneſs in the Expreſſion of one | 


who aflures you ſhe has no other Quar- 
rel to you than as you were firſt 
the Undoer, and now the Expoſer of 
att ill-fated Woman, who probably had 
been happy whilſt living, and forgot 
now ſhe is dead, if you had been as juſt 
and diſereet as every Man of Honout 
ought to be. The World may wonder 
why one of my Sex ſhou'd think of fo 
cautious a Preliminary, of ſtooping ſo 
low as to take any Apology to a Crea- 
ture in Breeches : And indeed, if the 
wearing Breeches did conſtitute every 
Wearer really a Man, the Caution had 
been unneceſſary, But when a Wo- 
| man has to do with one who betrays all 
the Weakneſlesof the Petticoar, who pro- 
claims himſelf more a Platonic in Love, 
than Male Creatures are capable of, who, 
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(6) 
in ſhort, appear to be a Medley of the 
Maſjculine and Feminine Gender ;, theſe 
Matters, I ſay, conſidered, the Precau- 
tion muſt be deemed rather an Argu- 
- ment of my Judgment than my Timi- 
dity. | 

The - bare mentioning the Words 
Medley of Genders calls to my Mind the 
unhappy Conſequence of making free 
with one of your mix# Compoſition not 
many Years ago. The Fact I mean, 
happen'd about ſome dozen Years ſince ; 
and one of your Friends, as well as one of 
your Complexion, was not only the dap- 
per Hero of the Farce, but like to fall a 
Sacrifice to his own 1ll-judged Reſent- 
ment. The calling to mind that Tragi- 
Comedy, 1s at this time of double uſe to 
me; 1t directs me at once to the Path of 
Safety, by reiterating my Excufes for 
fach Freedom as I have or may hereafter 
take with you ; and to a ® proper Title 
for this firſt Effay of my Pen. Thanks 
to the Gray's-1nn Counſellor, for having 
help'd out a raw unartful Author 
However obliged I be to the worthy 
| Caleb, 


* A Pamphlet, intitled, 4 Proper Reply to a late 
Scurrilous Libel; by Caleb D' Anvers, in 1731, which 
aced a Challenge between Lord HALXEF. and 
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Calab, 1 doubt he will have no Thanks 
from either you of your BE—r, But 
be that as it will, my Sex ſecures me 
from one removed but a degree from 
one of us; and from a Perſon, not to. 
 fay, Man of Honour, his great Age fe- 
cures the Connlellor. 

Now, Sir, as I am but a Novice at 
Writing, you muft know that I am 
not only humble enough to copy and 
borrow all I can, but own my Obliga- 
tion, From Mr. D' Anvers 1 borrow 
my Title ; and after you, I have mould- 
ed part of my Letter into an Introduc- 
tion, From him I borrow verbatim ; 
I copy you with more Freedom, You 
defire your Readers (page 1) mot to forget 
that you are no Volunteer in Print ; and 
I defire that iny Labours may be look'd 
upon as purely ſpontaneous, Already 
you ſee, I vary from you; and I am 
miſtaken, or you will perceive through- 
out my whole Performance, that you 
and I have as different Notions of Men, 
Women, and Things, as you and Sir 
Thomas ſee to have had with regard to 
your Condudt. In one thing, however, 
I fancy we ſhall agree ; that is, in wri- 
ting without any manner of Conftraint : 
1 mean, that I ſhall have as little with 


regard 
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(8) 
regard to you, as you have ſhewn, not 
only with regard to one of the beſt and 

fineſt Gentlemen of the Ape, but in- 

deed almoſt to all your Contemporaries 
$1 of both Sexes. Recollect this Deſcription 
Yy of your Soul's Soul (page 26.) But ſhe 


was loving, lovely, gentle, generous, and 

diſþaſſionate, and the Elements ſo mix'd 

in her, that ſhe ſeem'd as if ſent for a Pat- 

tern of what Women ought to be, and to 

þ | bave been reſumed again for want of Co- 
fg poyers : Call to mind, I fay, this fulſom, 

| ſenſleſs Jargon ; this infolent Accuſation 

| of the Ladies of Great Britain, to raiſe 
3 the CharaQer of one of the pooreſt of 
| them in repute, and you will not wonder 
to hear a Y/oman ſay the will give you no 
better Quarters, than you arrogantly gave 
her whole Sex. How, Sir! ſhall all the 
virtuous Farr of the Nation be traduced 
for not copying one whom you have /e- 
duced from her Duty at leaſt, if not from 
her Virtue? If you have not ſeduced her 
from the /atter, which may be owing 
to your Doubtful Gender, we are ſure, 
if you are to be credited, that ſhe dropt 
the faireſt Flower of her Sex, her Ms- 
defy ; yet this was ſhe, that ſeem'd as if 
ſent for a Pattern of what Women ought 


70 be. 
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Tell me, Sir ; did you forget what 
you make that unhappy Lady fay ; 
(page 26, and 27,) or had you a preme- 
diated Intention to inſult us, when you 
thus paint her as a Pattern to be copy- 
ed ? © Tho' ſhe often, you fay, put by 
* my Suit with Sighs and Tears, as was 
* natural to her Modeſty, at laſt I obtain'd 
« an Explanation of it ;” (an ambiguous 
Paſſage in one.of her Letters to Sir Tho- 
mas). O' my Conſcience, good Sir, you 
. may ſend ſuch Modeſty to all the Mar- 
kets of Europe, and have it home again 
without being aſ{k'd the Price of it. Pray 
mind the conſummate Modeſty of this . 
M:rrrour of her Sex, You go on thus — 
_ « Sheaflured me that you (meaning her 
'* Huſband) never had the leaſt Know 
&« ledge of her.” —— Very modeſtly faid 
of a Wife to a Man, or one in the Like- 
neſs of a Man, whoſe impertinent Curi- 
ofity, it was as much her Buſineſs to 
diſappoint, as it was her Duty to ſhun 
and deſpiſe him for preſuming to make 
the Enquiry. For ſo careful was you 
to fix the Standard of this wretched 
Lady's Modeſty, you make her ſpeak 
Plainer yet'; nay, you make her ſpeak fo 
very plain, that I aver to you (believe it 
not if you pleaſe) I can ſcarce hold the 
Pen, 


| ( 10 ) 
Pen, now I am about tranſcribing your's 
and her modeſt Expreflions. - You 
proceed ; © What! faid I, did he never 
«© attempt to conſummate? Did he never 
* try to pn the matrimonial Baſket ? — 
A moſt modeſt Interrogatory to the Pat- 
tern of Modeſly ! «© Upon which, you 
« fay, ſhe averd to me, ſhe cou'd not 
<« certify you were a Man, if ſhe were 


© called upon for ſuch an Atteſtation : 


«© That you once made ſome little Fern? 
« towards j0:ning of your Perſons, on the 
« Wedding Night, and the next Morn- 
*« 1ng begg'd Pardon for the Diſappoint- 
« ment; but from that time took no 
* more Notice of her, than if you had 
*« forgotten her Sex.” 
Good cenſorious Sir, what did you 
iniend by drawing ſuch a Picture of the 
Modeſty of your Model of all Perfection? 
Did your impotent Malice of the abus'd 
Huſband hurry you into fo groſs an A- 
buſe of the Woman you proteis to have 
loved, the Woman you point out as a 
Pattern to the whole Sex? Inſufterable! 
But that your Reader may be ſure 
your 1do/, and our Pattern, was as fe- - 
verely virtuous, as ſtrictly mede/t, you tell 


them, (page 30) © ſhe ſugge/ted to me 


* the Means; and I embraced them 
| «© with 


(1) 
*« with the fame Alacrity that we wou'd 
* have ſnatch'd an Opportunity of pro- 


* moting my Felicity.” The virtu- 
ous Means ſuggeſted by the Lady, ap- 
pear from- what immediately follows. 
* To your eternal Confuſion and Re- 
* proach, 1 am very well perſuaded that 
« ſhe was capable of bearing Children ; 
«« and being herſelf an only Child, the 
« Dehre of having an Heir was the moſt 
« natural of all Human Wiſhes.” --- In- 
conſiſtent Mortal! to ſwear throughout 
the tedious Courſe of fixty long Pages in 
a labour'd Panegyrick of a Woman you 
deify, and pretend to have loved, and yet 
in a few Lines to paint her as arrant a 
Profiitute as any in the Hundreds of 
Drury, is ſuch Contradiction, as ſure ne- 
ver fell from the Pen of any Man, much 
leſs a Gentleman that ſets up for the 


_ ſtricteſt Probity.. Fye, Sir! call in all the 


Editions of your filthy ſenſleſs Rhapſody, 
if that be poſſible, conſidering the Avi- 
dity and Propenfity of the preſent Age to 
Scandal and Immorality; or it this can't 
be effected, take your Pen a ſecond time, 
and write an humble Apology, for hav- 
ing infulted my Sex in particular, and 
the Public in general, in your endeavour- 
20g to aſperſe one of the moſt amiable, 
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( 12 ): | 
valuable Charaders of the Age. Take 


my Word for it, all your Efforts to ſtain 


ſo unblemiſhed a CharaQer as Sir Tho- 
mas Hanmer's, are ſo many Stabs you - 
give your own ; all your Oblaquy and 
faſtian InveCtives recoil back upon your 
ſelf, who, God knows, wanted not this 
additional Weight, to fink you lower 
than you have already been, at leaſt in 
the Opinion of my Sex, to whom, in 
the following Exccration, (page 40) you 
ſeem to be paying Court. You ſeem, 
indeed, to doubt that your late deluded 
Miſtreſs's Equal is on Earth; and truly, 
if we may take your Deſcription of her, 
I don't know but the like Doubt may 
remain with the Public. But be that as 
it may, I believe few Batchelors, and 
tewer 'Married Men wou'd envy you 
when you ſay, © But Perdition, eternal 
« Perdition on me, if I wou'd not un- 
«« dergo, or forego, more than Enthufi- 
* aſtic Hermit ever did to recommend 
* himſelf to his God, to be poſlets'd of 
« het Equal!” 

This unhappy Lady's Equal as the 
comes from your maſterly Pen, I verily 
believe cannot be found amongſt EVEN 


the Pretenders of my Sex to either Senſe 


or Honour, Her great Modeſty and ex- 
emplary 
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emplary Virtue we have curſorily ex-' 
amined ; her 7udgment and Diſcretion 
we will conſider next: As for her Tem- 
fer, ſhou'd it be impeached, I am afraid 
it will as liflle be able to ſtand the Teſt, 
as either her Modefty or Virtue. For had 
your Infinuations had any weight with 
regard to Sir Thomas Hanmer's Oddneſs 
of Temper and Deb:lity, 'tis ſcarce to be 
doubted that common Fame would not 
have been buſy with both, long before 
you appeared his Enemy in Print, or 
indeed, before he made choice of an 
unequal Partner for his Bed. His firſt 
Conſort was a Lady of too high Quality 
to be treated-11l and ſtifle it, at leaſt in 
her own Family; and too experienced to 
be impoſed upon, as to the recrprocal 
Obligations of the Married State, More 
'T think not decent to fay, tho' I could, 
in anſwer to your invidious Charge of 
Moroſeneſs and natural Impediment ; a 
more minute direct Anſwer wou'd nat 
become my Sex ; but, Sir, I will ay, 
that all who have known or heard how 
happily Sir Thomas Hanmer lived with 
his firſt Confort, the Dowager Dutcheſs 
of G-—-—-2, will ſcarce affent to ei- 
ther your's or your tutor'd Mi/tre/s's Im- 
peachment, with regard to his Temper, 

Behaviour, 
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Behaviour, or Manhood. They will not, 
believe me Sir, alter their good Opinion 
of him on Mr. H-—y' bare Aflevera- 
tion: His virtuous Szeadrneſs and good 
Senſe bore the Teſt of almoſt half a Cen- 
tary ; and after ſuch Trial of him, for 
ſuch a puny Declaimer as you to expe 
to be able to alter the Op:nion of the 
Pablic; to expect to find Credit againſt 
him ; I fay, for one who profeſſed himſelf 
tired of the World, and the World of him, 
to expect to be believed or even counte- 
nanced againſt one, who is the Delight 
of all thoſe that know him, and the 
Ornament of his Country, is towering 
Frenzy. *'Tis a ftronger Argument, if 
poſſible, of the wrong Biaſs of a diſtem- 
per'd Brain, than the whimſical Picture 

ou have drawn of yourſelf, or even that 

ou have etch'd out of your Souls Soul ; 
and I might have added that too, which 
you have fo dutifully pencill'd for your 
noble Father. Alas! how degenerated 
is the Ave! how unhappily turn'd muſt 
the Head and Heart of that So be, that 
can publickly tax a Parent, with hav- 
ing (page 54) ſhot his Arrow ver the 
Houſe and kill'd his Son ! Hard-fated Fa- 


ther |! to have got and brought up ſuch 


a Child; and yet a far more wretched 
997, 
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Soni, that imputes a Guilt in the moſt 
public manner, of which, if the Father 
were guilty, he ſhou'd be the laſt of 

Mankind that ought to promulge it. 
But, Sir, wou'd you gain Belief, with 
regard to this heavy Charge ; wou'd you 
exonerate yourſelf of a Guz/t far more he:- 
n0us; why don't you aſſign a more co-. 
lourable Reaſon for it than barely for a 
Father, firſt to have deſign'd you for an 
honourable tho' ſtudious Profeſſion ; and 
next, to have grown cool upon you for 
your Injuſlice to a worthy Neighbour, 
who had always received you with the 
warmeſt Friendſhip and openeſt Heart, 
till your unwarrantable Practices 1n his 
Family, made þoth him and your Fa- 
ther (hut you out of their good Graces ? 
and yet you wou'd perſuade us, (page 
52) that the Aﬀettion you bore your Fa- 
ther ſurpaſs d any Saint's Love of his God. 
After this, one wou'd expect to ſee the 
Father thus adored, guilty of ſome un--_ 
heard-of Cruelty towards a Son he had 
tilFd. But nothing like this appears ; 
nothing that is even harſh, much leſs 
cruel, 1s produced to give colour for the 
Unguardedneſs of the unhappy Son's Ex- 
pretiions, © But, ſays he, (page 52, and 
S 3) my Father was pleaſed at once 
cc to 


(16) 
*« to put me out of his way as well as 
« my own; being tempted by the ſhew 
« of fome Talents in me (which he and 
© the World, even at that time, over- 


, h * rated) to a fatal Deſtination of me to a 
bl [/ *« Profeſſion the moſt repugnant to my 
-\8i «* Genius and Temper that was poſ- 
-# 


« ſtbk.” ——Here follows the ſecond 
| part of the Charge: © And the Proſecu-- 
if | _ © tton of my Studres not being made 
184 * eaſy to me in other reſpe&ts, I aban- 
h * doned myſelf to ſuch deſperate En- 
| | * ceſſes, as none elſe was ever reformed 
& | © or reſcued from.” —— The Word 7e- 
form'd is ſoon ſpoken, and written with 
much pains ; but really, Sir, unleſs the 
Public have ſome better Authority for 
your being reform'd than your own bare 
Afertion, you will have made but few 
Converts. All I am to ſuppoſe you con- 
tend for, is to be thought reform'd from 
drinking. You are too modeſt, like 
your Souls Soul, to infinuate any other 
Reformation; and, if you will take my 
Word, there is not one in a thouſand of 
your Readers, but conclude you muſt 
have been drunk from the firſt Mo- 
ment you fat down to write or dream 
this Rhapſody of your's, till you ſent it to 
the Prefs, — The common Phraſe is, 
| cc Mr. 
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muſt certainly have _ 
been : drunk or m—d when he cou'd 
thus expoſe himſelf, his Father, and 
his deifyed Miſtreſs, or rather Wife ; 
© for ſach it ſeems, the poor Man per- 


ſuades himſelf ſhe was, or he had 
not come out with ſuch unheard-of 
Extravagance as this, (page 21.') 
In the mean time I will bring back 
my Thoughts to our Wife; (Lady 
Haniner) For, in Heaven, whyſe 
Wife ſhall ſhe be ?” Poor La- 
! how ill-placed was her Afﬀetion! 


hard Fate ! fince ſhe wou'd break thro' 
all that is ſacred in the Bands of Society, 
that ſhe cou'd not diſtinguiſh the S—t 
and M—d-man; or worſe, the vain, 
conceited C——b.——But to put an end 
to my intended Vindication, my Lord 
B——/, whoml pity the more, becauſe 
he appears z7nocent from the only Proofs 
of his Gzz/t that are here brought againſt 
him. His Caſe ſtands thus : 


My Lord having ſeveral Sons, and un- 


able to ſettle conſiderably on them all, 
wiſely defign'd that the younger of them 
ſhou'd be enabled to puſh their own 
Fortunes in ſuch different Profeflions as 
he judged them capacitated for, His Ado- 
rer Th—5, he decently placed out to 
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- qualify himſelf for the Gown, but 'whe- 


ther the fleck Levites, or the bawling 
Barriſters, you leave undetermin'd : 
But becauſe this deſign'd Gown/man had 
not an Allowance made him, equal to 
his ungovernable Paffions, he turn'd 
S2-t ; and for twenty Years together, 
made it his Buſineſs, (page 53) to be 
drunk, whilft that of his rakiſh Compa- 
nions was drinking only, Is not this, 
Sir, ſtating the Caſe between you and 
your Father, impartially? If you have 


a cool Interval, pray improve it, and con- - 


fider with yourſelf, if there be either 
Wit or Fuſtice in caſting ſuch groſs Re- 
Hections on a Parent, as undutifully fell 
from vour Pen, 

I can't help thinking that you wall 
be heartily ſick of me by that time you 
come to this part of my Letter; and to 
tell you a very honeſt Truth, [ am al- 
ready ſo fick of you, that had not my 
good Stars brought a neighbouring La- 
dy to my Relief, I ſhou'd drop you here, 


and my Pen along with you. But fince 


I have an undaunted Second, that dreads 
as little as I do any Weapon you can 
draw upon us, I will hold my Pen till 
I ſee the laſt of you. You know, or 
"ys that if once a Woman ſets her 

Heart 
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W- 
Heart on a thing, ſhe will go thro' with | 
it, tho' the o/d Gent/eman ſtood at the 
Door: And in this Wiffulneſs, we a& 
conſiſtently with your dear Self, who 
mean the very ſame thing, by your 
ud vole, valde vole. (page 58) This, 
and your Motto are the only Scraps of 
your Pedantry, which I took the pains 
to have tranſlated for me by a Country 
Curate, who, tho' a Courtier and Levee- 
* hunter, for ſeven Years paſt, is not as 
yet provided for; and for no reaſon that 
his Friends can gueſs at, but becauſe he 
happens, unfortunately, to be learned, 
pious, and a Chi&#@92n, 

Before I begin the Converſation be- 
tween my fair Second and myſelf, give 
. me leave to obſerve upon your Falji and 
Veri in your Motto, As I don't under- 
ſtand the Original, 'I won't anſwer for 
the Fidelity of the Tranſlation, but if the. 
Tranſlator be not leſs faithful to you 
than to all the World befides, never was 
Motto more injudiciouſly adapted, A 
Moment's Refle&tion wou'd haye told 
you; but alas! Refefion muſt be un- 
known to one, who prides himſelf up- 
on writing with a warm Head and cool 
Heart, If your Ne quid Veri non au- 
deam, gains Credit, what a wretched 


C'3..” Figure 
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( 20 ) 
F igure muſt your Father, your Heavenly 
Wife, and your Sweet Self make? The 
firſt, you produce as a Tyrant, and ob- 
Iiquely, a Murderer ; the ſecond, a 
Fool, laſervious ; nay, a Proſtitute, and 
a Monjter; andthe laſt, a Pedant, a 
Coxcomb, a Sot, an Adulterer, a Spend- 
thrift, an A—t, or at leaſt, a D—ft, 
and a Madman, Now, Sir, it I may 
adviſe one of your profound Erudition, 


order your Bookſeller to tranſpoſe the 
Words Falſ and Yer:, to difterent Lines, 


in the next EBibon of your uncandid | 


 Rhapfody. — But to the Dzalogue be- 
tween, Lady Spritely and plain Char- 
lotte, your humble Servants. 

L. Sprit, Dear Charlotte) how cou'd 
you make one wait ſo? did you forget 
your Appointment to fee the huge Swe- 
diſh Monſter ? 

Char. Notatall, my Dear ; but Mr. 
Dodſley ſending me a far more extraor- 
dinary Monſter this Morning, I cou'd 
not for my Lite quit him, till I had ex- 
amined him all over. —See, dear Spritely, 
the He Thing I have been anatomizing, 
__b. Sprit, *Pſhaw |! that filly Creature 
H—y !—He Thing, did you call him ? 
ha, ha. Tom H—y, a He! God help 
your wiſe Head! he wears Breeches in- 

deed, 


(21) 
deed, gets drufk at Taverns, and wou'd 
paſs for a Keeper, or being kept ; but God 
| help him! — do you forget what was 
publickly ſaid of him and. Sir Thomas, 
when it was known that the deluded 
unhappy deceas'd Lady had eloped ? 

Char. I remember to have heard 
Scandal in plenty.— 

L. Sprit, Nay, if it was Scandal, 
'twas none of ours ; the Male Creatures 
had it all to thimſelves. 

Char. Female Ears, I ſuppoſe, were 
too delicate for it—but, here are none of 
the other Sex, prithee, what was it ? 

L. Sprit, That Lady Hanmer had 
not betray'd more Immodeſty and Indit- 
cretion, than Want of Judgment in the 
Choice ſhe had made of her Man. For- 
give me, Truth, for calling the Thing out 
of its right Name! 

Char. And yet ſee how the Creature 
ſtruts; (page 50 and 51) an intimate 
Acquaintance faid one Day over his 
Bottle, * That H-—y was moſt happy 
© of them all; who made his Intereſt 
* and his Pleaſures coincide, by finding 
*© them in one common Means. --— 

L. Spri#. Sure he does not mean, that 


it was thought he had been worthy of 
infamous Hire ? 


Char. 
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(22) 

Char. You'll hear — © Why, faid 
© his ſneering Friend, have you never 
* had to do with any Woman that has 
« paid you well for your Pains? I an- 
« ſwer'd, No; andafter, No, upon my 
« Honour. LON 

L. Sprif, And I anſwer, upon wy 
Honour, that I fincerely believe him— 


He, paid for his Pains! a Sot from his 


Cradle, paid for his Pans ſhe muſt be 
a wiſe Woman indeed, that wou'd take 
ſuch an emaciated Thing into her Ser- 
vice, — And all this while the Wretch 
thought his Brother Sof was in earneſt ? 
Hang him! I have known many pro- 
claim'd Madmen, wou'd have ſeen thro' 
the Sarcaſm, and reſented it too. 

Char. On the contrary ; this Author 
ſwallowed the Hook, naked as it was, 
and fat down contented, with an Afhr- 
mation of his Innocence. 

L. Sprit. Innocence! quoth a! I ſhall 
never more utter the Word in company 
of Men, if it have the Meaning you 
Innocence! prithee call it 


Lud! that one of your Memory can for- 
get what all our Smarts and Dappers 


| faid of him and the injured Baronet on 


the Elopement, 
Char. 


( 23) 

Char. My Dear, 'tis your Memory 
foils—you have already told ma— 

L. Spirt. In part only. 

Char. What, is there more of it? 
pray, let us hear it, that I may have your 
Aid in my further Diſſection of the 
Thing's Letter, 

Le Sprit, O' my Conſcience! my 
Dear, we ſhall be fillily employ'd. I 
have read his Nonſenſe all out; and tho' 
he labours to be thought a Scholar, a 
Philoſopher, a Caſuiſt, and every thing, 
his Letter ſeems to me to be one con- 
tinued Rhapſody of Dulneſs, Inconfiſt- 
encies, Spleen, Envy, Madneſs, and 
F—ſe—d. 

Char. But fee, my Dear, what Pains 
I bave already beſtowed upon him—in 
Complaiſance you won't ſee ſo much of 
your Friend's Labour loſt ; and in Friend- 
ſhip, you can't refuſe her your Aſſiſtance 
to finiſh what ſhe begun-—but before we 
proceed, let us hear what the Creatures 
of his own Sex faid of the Elopement. 

L. Sprit, Dear Curiolity | ha, ha. 

Char. Beit ſo; tho' to be ſincere, 'tis 
rather to remove all Impediments in the 
Proſecution of the main Work. : 

L. Sprit, Be that as it will, you (hall 
be ab Men ſmiling at poor 


Lady 
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& Vee 
Lady Hanmer's Judgment in the Maſ- 
culine World, uſed to ſay, that ſhe left 
the Man, who could and would not, for 
him, who 701ld and could not. 

Char. If the Caſe was really ſo, 1 
don't fee how ſhe had worſted her Con- 
dition, unleſs 1t be, 1n incurring an T-m- 
putation when ſhe was no Gainer. 

L. Sprit, That ſhe expected to be a 


Gainer, is ſcarce doubtful; but my Dear, 


15 there nothing due to Decency and De- 
corum, leaving Duty and Eſteem out of 
the Queſtion? 

Char. You'll ſeeIam no Advocate for 
that miſtaken Lady, when you peruſe 
what I have written, What I have faid 
of her being a Loſer or Gainer had regard 
only to her Conduct as it was, with no 
Intention of juſtifying it. The Exchange 
ſhe made was certainly criminal 1n its 
own Nature ; nor does her D:/appornt- 
ment leſſen her Gilt. But, with regard 
to reality, ſhe was no Loſer, For, my 
Dear, Loſs implies a Deprivation, which 
cou'd not be her Cale, if Sir Thomas could 
and would not— ha, hl—! can't but 
think how the Perts at the with-drawing 
Room will fimper, -if ever this learned 


Part of our Converſation ſhould be made 


as public as I deſign'd what I have already 
written, L, 


( 25) 

L. Sprit. Do, dear Girl; let us be in 
Print. I fancy there muſt be exquiſite 
Pleaſure in being in Print, where one 
ſees ſo many ſtupid Performances every 
Day, with the Names of the Authors 
tack'd to them, 
 _ Char. Thou mad Creature ! you don't 

think I will be ſo loft to common Senſe 
as our honourable Mad Tom of Bedlam, 
to-publiſh my real Name along with my 
Nonſenſe? _ | 

L. Sprif. I don't ſee why you mayn't, 
ſince you write Truth and Senſe. You 
ſee her Grace, without being at much 
Pains to follow thoſe faithful. Guides, 
makes no Scruple to affix her Name to 
her Work. | 

Char. Some vainly think, that high 
2uality ſets them above Scandal, or even 
Cenſure. But for my part, I am rather 
of opinion that Quality, the higher it is, 
the more 'tis liable to be cenſured. As 
for her Grace, 'tis probable ſhe may 
have thought, that her Bags and great 
Axze ſecured her. | 

L. Sprit. Or rather her Ingratitude. 
I dan't wonder that ſhe, who was capa- 
ble of aſperſing the Memory of ene, to 
whom ſhe owed both her Bagsand Qy4- 
ity, (ſhou'd be Proof againit all Truth 
D and 
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(26) 
and Reprehenſion, —but I ſee you have 
already had a fling at her, —let me ſee— 


faith, dear Charlotte, without Compli- 


ment, the more I read, the better I like 


—T'll go quite thro? it ; and then we 
will ſet our Hands to the Plow in 
good earneſt, —Excellent Creature ! 
ſo far as you are gone, my Dear, one 
may perceive your Heart was warm and 
your Head cool, the reverſe of the F—1 
you anſwer. You promiſe an Examine 
of Lady Hanmer's Judgment and Diſcre- 
tion ; how do you propoſe to prove them 
no better founded than her Mode/ty and 
conjugal Virtue? 

Char. From her own Worcs to her 
Hasband, 

L. Sprift, Doſt think, that this 
Letter was really her's ? 

Char. No ; I ſuſpe& it was of our 
Author's diQating, but I believe of her 


indicting, becauſe, as weak as ſhe was, 


ſhe cou'd not be capable of making a 
requeſt to an injur'd Husband in behalf 
of the Injurer, and in his Hand-writing 
too, But ſuppoſing it every way ge- 
nuine, it ſeems to me a manifeſt Proof of 
her want of Judgment. Sure, ifany thing 
can be an Argument of a weakneſs of 
Underſtanding, 'tis for a Wife, eloped. 

| | from 


(27) 
from her Husband, to make him a Re- 
' queſt, and of Conſequence too, in Favour 


of the Man ſhe lives with, and profeſies 
to 1do/ize. Then, as for her Diſcretion, 
or rather total Deprivation of that ami- 
able neceflary Virtue, her Injunction, 
with her laſt dying Breath, to publiſh 
this very Letter after her Death, is ſuch 
an Argument of it as admits of no Re- 
ply. Heavens! thata Woman ſhou'd 
| be ſolicitous to eternize her Shame ! 
But ſuch, we muſt ſuppoſe, was the Effect 
of the moſt excellent Lefures and re- 
fined Converſation of her SouPs Soul. 

L. Sprit, Her Soul's F—1], ſheſhou'd 
have call'd him—obſerve what he makes 
her fay (page 11.) to a Husband that 
was, or had the ſtrongeſt Reaſons for 
being enraged at her,— *© But I am 
« opreatly afflited, that Mr. H—y's 

« Attachment to me ſhou'd have ex- 
«© poſed him to Suſprcions and Imputa- 
&* 7iots.”——Poor Man ! how hard was 
his Fate, to be cenſured by a Husband 
whom he had wounded in the tendereſt 
art! 
. Char. Cenſured, my Dear Sprtely, 
| 1s a far ſofter Expreſſion than her Lady- 
ſhip's. * Indeed, ſays ſhe, '(page 12.) 
* *tis Cruel ; for his Behaviour between 
| D 2 « his 


(28) 
* his Tenderneſs to my Friend/Lipand to 
©* your Reputation, was ſo nice a Thing, 
*« that it ought to ſtand recorded as a 
«© moſt amazing Pattern of the trueſt 
«& Loveand Honour,” 
L. Sprif. This is beyond all the. 
Laureat's Out-doings, and yet I did not 
think it poſſible to have out-ſhin'd Co/ly 
in the Marvellous ; but dear Charlotte, 
ſee how one may be miſtaken!— _ 
Char. Prithee, never name Colly 1 in 


| one Day with our Senator. — 


L. Sprit, 1 beg his Senatorial Ho- 
nour's Pardon for having leveli'd him 
with one who deſerved no higher Prefer- 
ment than carrying his Lance —— 

Char, In Reality, C-b—r appears 
near our Enghſh Quixor, but as Sancho 
did near the Spaniſh Combatant of Lzors 
and Windmills, 

L. Sprit, Colly, indeed; and Sancho 
Pancho, bear ſome Reſemblance of each 
other ; their Qualifications of Vanity, 
Imp—ce, Saucineſs, and L—g, bear 
{ome Affinity ; but, my Dear, there is 
ſcarce any between Ton Quixet, and 
H—y. 1 agree he is every whit as 
whimſical, vain, and romantic as' the 
Don ; and, if you pleaſe, I allow him 
to be as learned and crazy : But he 

appears 


not ( 29 ) 
appears,to have a Drachm of the Spa-: 
niards Sincerity and Honour. Dor 
9uixet wou'd die ſooner than betray the 
leaſt Tendency to Untruth or Inſincerity; 
and he wou'd renounce all Pretenfions 
to Chivalry, before he wou'd attempt 
injuring a Stranger, much leſs his Neigh- 
bour, and his own, and his Father's 


# Friend. Beſides, the Don's whole View 


was Glory and Renown ; but H-—y's 
whole Plan ſeems to be built on ſordid 
Gain, and Self-Intereft, —See, my Dear, 
—he ſets out upon theſe mean-/þirited 
Principles, —© I am inform'd, fays he, 
« (page 3,) that you have ſent Orders 
« into Wales, to cut down all the Tim- 
« ber upon the Eſtate of which I have 
*« the Reverſion. ——_— 

Char. This was the Eſtate which 
Lady Hanmer tells Sir Thomas, (page 
I3,) ſhe ſettled upon her Sou/'s Soul, our 
Engliſh Quixot. 

L. Sprift, The fame: Let us hear 
what ſhe ſays. © Some Years ago, when 
* I thought I had not long to live, I 
** could not forego the Pleaſure of giving. 
* him (H—y) with my own Hands, 
* (by Will and Deed of Settlement) the 
* laſt Teſtimony of my Afe&#ton for. 
** him, and the mot pure Aﬀettion that 

* ever 


(30 ) 
* ever Woman bore a Man,” ——Dear 
Coarlotre ! did you ever before ſee Mad- + 
nefs rife to this towering Height? a Wife 
tells her Huſband, that ſhe gives her 
Eftate to the Defþoriler of his Honour ; 
and adds, as a Teſtimony of the moſt pure 
Afettion that ever Woman bore a Man. — 
1 thall never love the 'word prre again, 
as long as I live. 
Char. Ha, ha! indeed, my Dear, if 
your Stomach be ſo very nice, I am a- 
fraid you'll have a Quarrel to the whole 
Alphabet; for there is not a ſingle Let- 
ter 11 it, that our honourable Non-/ſuch 
has not a thouſand times put to as bad 
Ute as the four poor innocent Letters in 
that expreſlive Monoſyllable.——but he 
ſets out, you ſay, on mean-ſpirited Prin. 
ciples. fe 
 L. Sprit. And is guided by them to 
the end of his Epiſtle. —He obliges the 
unhappy Lady (page 14,) to ſupplicate 
in his Favour. ** I ſhall very ſoon go 
« abroad, and from the ſtate of Health 
* I am nn, little expe either to return, 
« or furvive you: For which Reaſon, 
* let me conure you to leave Barton 
** (a conſiderable Eſtate) to Mr. H—; | 
* it was ever my firſt and will be my 
« laſt /7/h; therefore give me ſome if 
| © Hop:s | 


(31) 
« Hopes of your Compliance, tho” you 
« decesve me, that I may live and die in 
«* ſome degree of Peace.” —Here, my 
Dear, is ſuch a Piture of our Author's 
Sordidneſs and Meanneſs of Soul, as P— - 


W-——rs himſelf wou'd have been aſha- 
med of. 

Cha. And yet, dear Spritely, few 
Men know better than P— how to 
ſcrew up a young Spendthrift into a 
Bargazn. 

L. Sprif. But, dear Charlotte, wou'd 
W——rs glory in his infamous Addreſs ? 
Char. No more, I ſuppoſe, than a 
certain Patriot, of the firſt Magnitude, 
wou'd, in his Covetouſneſs, to which his 
Friends give the gentler Name Oecono- 
my. Ha, ha! 

L. Sprit. Oh, dear Charlotte ! what 
Havock has that Man's Avarice made 
of late——how fair was the Proſpect of 


happy Days, till that pretended Friend 


to Liberty had found Means to ſever 
the true Friends of the Public, and caſt a 


Damp upon their Zeal and Proceedings! 


Char. His late Condu& was the 
Subje&t of the Converſation at Lady 
Anyjide's laſt Night —— 

L. Sprit. She wou'd juſtify him, I 
ſ{uppole, for declaiming for fifteen Years 
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(32) 
together againſt the Sefrenniel, and 
Speeching and Voting for the Continu- 
ance of it when it came to be Debated. 

Char. She did with great Warmth. 
Bat really, my Dear, poor Lady Any- 

de is not much to blame.—— 

L. Sprit- Not to blame, Charlotte ! 
what, to vindicate the Conduct of a 
Man, whom the Public have raifed to 
Popularity and Power, on a Suppofition 
of his being a ſteady virtuous Friend to 
National Happineſs and Freedom, and 
as warm an Erxemy to the Meaſures of 
the late Minifter; and yet, after he is 
thus exalted, to /creen the Guilty; to be 
as profuſe in Largefles to the CL®Q£n, or 
rather more ſo, than the Man he ſeem'd 
to oppoſe for his Profuſcon; to prevent 
the Repeal of ſuch Laws as wound Pree- 
dom in the tendereſt Parts ; to ſhut out 
from Employments the e/t of thoſe that 
had oppoſed along with him the late 
Miniſter for twice ſeven Years ; in ſhort, 
to have done every Drudgery, every 
Work of the C—t as obſequiouſly as 
Sir Robert ever did ; for any one to vin- 
dicate ſuch Conduct, ſuch a wicked 
Character as Mr. E—, is fooliſh and 


abſurd: 'Tis an Inconfiftency that our 
filly Tom H—-y himſelf would ſcarce be 
guilty of ! Char. 


37 
Char. But dear exaſperated Creature! 
you forget all this time, that vindicating 


OS 


Mr. E———, Lady Anyfide in vindi- 
cated her own Lord alſo. You know 
he oppoſed in one Houſe as vehemently 
as Mr, E— did in the other; and that 
now he got the Green , he 18 ag 
violent a C r as his moſt puiliant 
Colleague ever was, even in the old Days 
of Hired Mods. 

L. Sprit. No, Charlotte, 1 forget not 
her Ladyſhip's Motive, any more than 
I do her Lord's Charafer. He is like 
the Etb19þ1an, never to be waſhed white. 
No body is ſurpriſed at his Condu&?, now 
he has 2 Pot, no one was ſurpriſed at 
it when he had none. He was a Came- 
[10n apon Record; his Yenality and 1n- 
ſatiableneſs were become Proverbial ; 
therefore to attempt vindicating him, 
wou'd be the ſame as to attempt, what 
the Scholars call Squaring the Circle. 
Pretty near the ſame might be faid of 
MrS—, the new<%of theE&, He was 
taken into the Claſs of principal Oppeſer's 
from an Opinion conceived of his Ule- 
fulneſs in the Oppoſition, as he was afli- 
duous, bold, rough and indefatigable ; 
but of his V7ztwes either private or pub- 
hc, his Aflociates had no better Opinion 
he E than 
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_ and the Public Expeftation. —- 


( 34 ) 
than the reſt of Mankind. 


'Tis not at 
all wonder'd, that ſuch a one ſhould now 
become a Slave to his Ambition that was 
never looked upon any better than an 


Adventurer. But, dear Charlotte, the 
Amazement lies on the Side of Mr. E-, 

who firſt lent a Hand to raiſe this other, 
and now ſets him above hundreds of far 
worthier Obje&ts. In vain wou'd he diſ- 
guiſe his being atthis time, and Ifear, like 
Muferave of old, always a ſecret P*Ztr. 
All his oftentatious Se/f-demal, will no' 
longer impoſe. His Thirſt of Rzches is 
as well known as his natural Lazineſs; 

and his Ambition as conſpicuous aseither: 
Therefore, let Mr. E— ſet his Heart at 
reſt, never more ſhall he be able to im- 
p2ſe on thoſe he had heretofore deluded, 
whether or no he accepts of a , Or 
will be made a . Forever ſhall the 
Word Septennel be thrown in his Teeth; 

and for eyer ſhall his Actionsand © peeches, 
this S997, be weigh'd againſt his Pro- 


/eſſions for fixteen Years before. 


Char. I own myſelf to have been 
miſtaken in this once-eſteem'd Party 
Prop 

L.. Sprif. He would have been really 
a Prop had he kept up to his Profeſſions 


Char | 


(35) 

Char. Indeed, my Dear, Public Ex- 
peetation, like the Oftrich, is of too quick 
a Digeſtion, for any Man to hope to fa- 
tiate it. 

L. Sprif, Indeed, I wonder to hear 
you tainted with vulgar Prejudice.-— 
The People's Uneaſineſs, the People's 
Unſteadineſs, their Fickleneſs, their Impa- 
trence, 1s the Cant of bad Men only. It 
was the Lanzuage of the late Admini- 
ftration, becauſe the People were earneſt 
for a Change of Hands in Hopes of a 
Change of Meaſures; it is that of the 
preſent, becauſe the ſame People are ve- 
hemently diffatisfied, that the Change of 
Hands has not produced a Change cf 
Meaſures, Theſe ſame People then 
were 7:ght in their Out-cry in the late 
Adminiſtration ; they are ſo in their 
Diſſatisfa&tion at the Conduct of certain 
Great Profeſſors at preſent ; nor do I 
remember ever to have known them in 
the wrong, however volatile they heve 
been repreſented by Sycophants, Hypo- 
crites and Paraſites. — My dear Char- 
botte, theſe poor People, fo groſsly abn . 
ſed and miſrepreſented, are not only ihe 
Support but the Barometer of the State, 
Is the Court, as a Br:i/þ Court ought to 
be? Are Miniſters honeſt ? Are they 


{Ho ſkilful ? 
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( 36 ) 
Acilful > Are BS. Aﬀairs wiſ-ly and 


virtuouſly managed? The People are 


pleaſed, they are contented, they are 
filent. But if the Court be ———— ; 
if the national Concerns be imprudently 
and wickedly managed, the People will 
never be pleaſed, contented, nor filent. 
Char. But, my Dear, are you not 


too much Jeaning towards the Scheme 


of our modern Levellers, to fay that the 


People are never in the wrong ? 


L. Sprit, By the People, I mean the 
Bulk or Generality of them ; ——— _ 

Char. And that very Generality, you 
muſt admit to have conceived a wrong 
Opinion of Mr. for: fifteen Years 
together, 

L. Sprit, Becauſe Mr. was 4 
rank Hypocrite for ſo many Years. I 


don't pretend that the People are en- 


dow'd with the Gift of Divination, they 
are no more capable of diving into the 
Heart of a falſe Patrzot, than you or I 
into that of a falſe Lover. - But as we 
ſhould be wiſe enough to judge of the 
AF#ions, tho' not of the Profeſ/ions of the 
one, fo are the People able to weigh the 
Condutt of the other. 

Char. 


(37) 
Char. O' my Conſcience, my Dear, 


I think modern Patriotiſm and modern 
Love may ſhake Hands, ———— 

L. Sprit, They are indeed both of 
them at a very low Ebb at this time; bue 
my Dear Charlette, your Youth, Beauty, 
and Wit, and my plain Sincerity ſhall 
convert the Rakes and Ramblers; and 
his Grace of AZ8-e ſhall convert, or at 
leaſt ſhame falſe Brethren into Remorſe. 
Glorious Man! and never more fo, than 
in not a&ng with ſome that have betray'd 
the Confidence repoſed in them by the 
honeſt but deluded People. 

, Chor, It I could take any thing ill 
of Dear Lady Sprztely, it wou'd be this 
unmerited Compliment ; for ſuch I will 
ſuppoſe you defign'd it. But remember, 
that in "depriving me of Szncerity, you 
rob me of the only Quality I ever valu- 
ed myſelf upon, 

L. Sprit. Dear Charlte, forgive the 
Inaccuracy of the Expreſſion. I had 
no Intert to ftrip you of that Virtue 
which firſt recommended you to my 
Friendſhip ; but had I thrown it into 
the Liſt of your other PerfeCtions, there 
had been none left for your plain, un- 
_ faſhionable, humble Servant. 
mo Char. 


44] (38) 
. Char. Oh, Madam! your Ladyfhip's 
| 4.00 molt Obedient. — Pray, my Dear, 
9k wou'd you have me take this laſt Speech 
li for a Specimen of your abandunt $7” 
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' L. Sprit. Truce, dear Charlotte. 
4 ol Char. ' On Condition you drop Po- 
; b b i/tics for the preſent, and help towards 
+4 the demoliſhing this H——y, this ideal 
| bi modern Hero. 
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EL. Sprite, You forget, my Dear, that 
' $9; even this F-—1 ſets up for Politics 2s 
194. well as Love. © I had once, ſays he, 
* (page 59) reſolved not to come again 
« into Parliament; for I have neither the 
* Paſizons requiſite to take Delight, nor 
* Talents to make a Figure in nt,” 
readily believe his Want of Talents; but 
what the Thing can mean by Paſſions 
requiſite to take Delight in Srv mat > 
\ Attendance, his okoa elder B 
| may unriddte, if he pleaſes. 
11 Char. Many as ſtupid a Wretch as 
H——y, 12 the three laſt Parlaments, 
{Ft have had keener Paſſions than he to be 
n hired to att»nd, when their Duty obliged 
them to aitend without Hire. 
L. Sprit, If none of theſe Hirelinzs 
are crept into the preſent P - —t, 
"us a Bicfting. — - 


Ca - 


(39 ) 

Char. And a Miracle, which one 
would not expect in this venal ungifted 
Age. 

T. Sprit. If there be any Truth in our 
Annals, we have always had our Hire- 
 lings; but I confeſs the preſent out-does 

all the foregoing in Hypocr:/y. 

Char. Dear Spritely ! let the ſteady 
Virtue of the dear Duke atone for the 
Vice.of many of his Cotemporaries, — 

L. Sprit. The glorious Man! he 
was ever the Charm and Delight of our 
Sex, and he is now the Honour and 
Ornament of his own. May he proſper 
in his virtuous Endeavours, to reſcue 


his unhappy Country out of unclean 
Hands.— 

Char. But, Spritely, ſhou'd your Fa- 
vourite, your virtuous Hero prove ano- 
ther -y? Shou'd he oppoſe till he 
has had his Price? 

L. Sprif, *'Tis impoſſible! Truth, 
Sincerity, and Honour, are ſo blended 
with his noble Blood, he can't ſtoop fo 
mean, he can't be guilty of a baſe Ac- 

tiON. — ! 
Char. | believe and expe all that 
15 either great or good from his Grace ; 
but, my Dear, let his Blood be out of the 
Queſtion view his B r. I don't 
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( 40.) | 
ſuppoſe you will impugn their Mother's 
conjugal Virtue ? | 

L. Sprit, I did not know the Lady ; 
but certainly the wide Difference between 
the B—-—:s 19 Conſtitution, Sentiments, 
and every thing, gives me a Suſpicion 
that the younger mult have been chan- 
ged at Nurſe, 

Char. Ha, ha! changed at Nurſe, of 
all things! —— well, well; be the Cauſe 
what it will, the B-—rs are certainly 
very unlike. From one I expe& no 
Good, from the other, the whole People 
not only expe, but ſeem to rely upon 
him for the Support of all they enjoy, 
and the Recovery of all they have loſt, 
Pray Heaven, he neither deceives them, 
nor wounds his own Honour! 

L. Sprit., Never fear that God-like 
Man. He 1s as fleady as this injured 
Good Man, whom this Bedlamite H—y 


impotently attacks on the Score of his 


Principles. Hear him (page 56 and 57,) 


_« This, Sir, was not your firſt Attempt 
'« to wound my Reputation further ; 


* for you traduced me fix or ſeven Years 
*« ago in my public Charafter, But 
* the Cenſures and Reproaches of one 
* ſo prejudiced, and Party-byaſs'd, will 
« make but ſlight Impreſſions on their 
« Objects :; 


(41) 

«© Objets: And it is ſo notorious as 
« ſome other of your Foibles, that the 
« Favourers of your Opinions have no 
_ « Faults, the Oppugners of them no 
« Virtues : And that upon the leaſt 
© Change any Man in his Political 
{© Creed, or Conduct, you do not fcru- 

* ple to pronounce the reſpective Pro- 
&« felyte Saint, or Reprobate (a Courtly 
«© Name it ſeems for D——1) without 
<«© the leaſt regard to his Manners, Mind, 
* or Morals.” 

Char. A heavy Charge brought a= 
gainſt a Man for being ſteady in the 
true Intereſt of his Country, at the Ex- 
pence of Fortune, Ambition, every thing 
which falſe Patriots ſet their Hearts 
upon—— Poor Sir Thomas ! 

L. Sprit, Rich, you might have 
faid, in Merit, and the good Opinion 
and Wiſhes of all zood Men and vir- 
tuous Bri/ons—— But what was the 
Attempt to wound this Trifler's Repu- 
tation, which puts him into this fuſtian 
Foim? was it becauſe he had not be- 
ſtow'd an E/tate upon him in comphl- 
ance with his wiſe Lady's Requeſt ; or 
that he would not indulge him with the 
Preference of that Timber he gave Orders 


for cutting down, in Wales? 
F Char. 
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Char. Thoſe Refuſals appear, with- 
out any Doubt, to have been the Foun- 
dation of all our honourable Author's 
Malice and Reſentment; but, I take 
it, that this Impeachment of Sir Tho- 
mas's political Principle, proceeds from 
ſome trite Obſervations on H——y's 
Conduct as a Senator. This Paſſage 
(page 59,) ſeems to explain it. ** But 
« it all the Yotes I have given there 
«© in (Parliament) were revocable, I 
* cou'd think of but oe I ſhou'd be 
« the leaſt defirous to recal: And if 


' *« that Queſtion were to recur, I ſhou'd 


* be again ſuſpended by the Dilemma 
« I was then under; for tho' I appro- 


« ved of the End, I diſliked the 


« Means. | 
L. Sprit, What pity our Legiſlator 
did not inform us what this doubtful 


Queſtion was ? 


Char. You may ſwear it was about 
the Exciſe or Convention ; for he was as 
implicitly at the Mzn/ter's Beck in thoſe 


' Days, as he is at preſent zealouſly endea- 


vouring to /creen him from the Inflic- 
tions due to his Condu&t. 
L. Sprit, His Screening wou'd lit- 


tle avail, if o/4 Oppaſers had been 


ſtaunch and virruous. On thoſe, dear 
| Charlotte, 


( 43) 
Charlette, the late Miniſter founds his 
Safety ; and yet thoſe are the very Mer 
who promis'd Wonders ; they are thoſe 
on whom the deceived People founded 
al! their Hopes—- But, to return to 


H Was there but one fingle 
Queſtion which ſtuck in his Stomach, 
during an Attendance of twenty Years 
in P———t? | 

Char. 1 did not expe& a fingle 
24alm for one in Leading-ſtrings. He 
was one of thoſe conſiſtent-manag'd 
Patriots, who conſtantly drew up with- 
in the magic Circle of the Blue Garter. 
_ L Spree, L don't fee that Matters 
are mended fince the Removal of that 
once-awtul Circle. The ſame ſtanding 
Forces, the fame Reſtraints, the ſame 


Evils of every kind remain, or rather, 
are increas'd, What have the People 


zot by the Removal ? 

Char. What, indeed ! If an Ex- 
change of one of the moſt deſerving 
Men, in his private Capacity, for one 
tbe leaſt deſerving in all Capacities, be 
a Blefling, the Public may exult ; but 
if ſuch an Exchange be a national 


Curſe, then ought we to mourn and 


bemoan. 


L. Sprit. 
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L. Sprit, We have till Men of 
Worth and Integrity alive, and, I hope, 
willing to reſcue their Country from 

her ſecret and avow'd Enemies. If 
they will range themſclves under the 
glorious Duke's Banner ; if they will 
unite and cloſe their Ranks as the De- 
ſertion of their oppoſing Comrades 
makes a Chaſm ; it they will obſerve 
even 1 's Maxim, they will in 
the End batfte and foil all that ſtand 


in their Way to Power and Honour : 
For they have the Pub/ic on their Side ; 
they have yet more ; thev have Juſtice 
with them, © As for the Unanimity, 
« fays our Author, who for once de- 


« viates into Senſe, ( page 59. ) with 
« which my Party has been fo often 
* reproach'd ; (you may ſee here which 
© Party he was of for twenty Years 
« paſt) it 1s the natural, and almoſt 
« neceflary Exe of Party. Tis by 
* the ſame Unity and Concord, that the 
« Oppirents of it have now gotten the 
« Afcendant ; and I wou'd recommend 
« it to every Aſſembly : For, I believe, 
« it will be found in Policy, as in 
« Philoſophy, that Cohefron gives the 
« Weight to all Bodies.” 
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Char, I cou'd almoſt find in my 
Heart to forgive Tom all his Extirava- 
gancies, all his Inſults on my Sex, all 
his Aſperſions on one of the worthieft 
of his own, for this plain and neceſſary 
Advice, tho' he and I differ widely in 
our Intention, as to the Obſervation 
of 1t. 

L. Sprit. He gives it to juſtify his 
' own Conduct by that of his Party 

Char. His Dilemma is all over 
here, both of the End and Means ; 
but he was not quite ſo clear about 
the only Vote be ſhould be in the leaft 
dehrous to recal, Be the End to eſta- 
bliſh Tyranny, be it to give away all 
our Wealth for fore:gn Purpoſes, Pur- 
poſes, indeed, very forezgn to the true 
Intereſt of the Nation ;. in ſhort, be the 
End what it will, Tom adviſes Unity 
and Party - Concord as the Means to 
arrive at it. | 

L. Sprit. Tem is an .apt Scholar ; 
he muſt have been a Dunce, indeed, 
to have ſerved three Apprenticeſhips to 
Sir Blue-ftring, and not learn his Creed. 
Beſides, he might have gone to his 
B --r for private Lectures — Duce 
take him ! for taking up ſo much of 
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(46). 
my Time, when I have fo very little 
to fpare— Dear Charlotte, adieu —— 

Char. You wou'dn't, ſure, quit the 
Field, whilſt your Principal is en- 
gag'd— the Danger, dear Sprrtely, of 
leaving your Friend alone with an Au- 
thor enrag'd at being expos'd ! 

L. Sprit, Harmleſs Creature ! the 
Pen 1s the only offenſive Weapon at 
his Command, and all the Attacks he 
can make upon you or any other, with 


that, any Gzrl at Cavalry's may eaftly 


retort: Take up yours, and give him . 
the parting Blow ; give him this Chit- 
chat of ours, if you will ; my Life, he 
receives from it the Coup de grace, 
Should he be curious to know who 
gives you this Advice, tell him he 
may ſee her every Morning at her 
Home, to receive the Viſits of all un- 
deſigning ſtanch Friends of her Coun- 
try, and every Sabbath-day at Church, 
to pray for their Succeſs—— 

Char. At your Home, and at Church ! 
two Places, where, you may be ſure, 
H——y will never ſeek you, if his 
own Words have any Meaning. Thoſe 
whom you deem Friends of your Coun- 
try, and daily receive as ſuch, he never 
herds with, being too much a C—r 

| to 


(47) 

to aſſociate with the Wiſe, the Virtu- 
ous, or Steady; and, as for Church, 
you may be ſure, from what he fays 
( page 44.) that he very ſeldom, if 
ever, troubles it--- © If there be that 
« Communion between God and his 
«© Creatures, believ'd by many, and: 
« fo devoutly to be wiſk'd by all; 
© I conclude he will hear a ſincere 
<« and earneſt Application to him from 
* a Chamber, as ſoon as from a Church ; 
or in a Street, as well as in either.” 

L. Sprit, Without doubt he is very 
capable of making a fincere and ear- 
neſt Application, who takes God to 
witneſs that he has been m—d for one 
or two and twenty Years together 
* And I defire him, ſays ſhe ( in the 
« ſame page 44.) moſt ſolemnly te 
deal with me here and hereafter 
« according to .the Truth of what I 
* am.going to ſay, viz. That in one 
* or two and twenty Years I have 
© never been in a natural State of 
'*« Mind or Body : In other Words; I 
* have not been, in all that Time, one _ 
Hour out of Pain, or in the cal 
* Poſſeſſion of my Underſtanding” 
After this, dear Charlotte, who would 
be at the Pains to examine any thing 
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. 4.4 | 
the poor Creature either does or 
writes — Adieu, my Dear, I am 
forry we ſhow'd beſtow ſo many 
precious Moments on a Wretch— 

Char. Who treats your whole Sex 
with unſufferable Inſolence---- hear him 
(page 20.) * Thus, that Spirit of Re- 
* formation which rages with ſuch 
* Fury among ſcandalous Women and 
* effeminate Men, 1 call home to m;- 
« felt,” —Sland'rous Women ! Shall we 
ſaffer ſo groſs an Inſult ? Shall * the 
audacious Author of 'it go unpuniſh'd ? 
{ooner would I forgive her Grace's In- 
gratitude, Mr. ys Hypocrrſy, 
Sir R 's Plundering, and the af- 
fronting Rank of his Daughter —— — 

L. Sprit. You are in a Paſſion, my 
Dear —— 

Char. WellI may ; pray hear what 
the inſolent Thing adds in the fame Page. 
* T have blended effeminate Men with 
« the Women (as unnatural as ſuch 
« Jun&tion may be in other reſpeas) 
« becauſe IT have ever obſerv'd them 
* to be great Propagators of Scan- 
« dal 
L. Sprit. Is he not as ſevere on his 
SeX as ours ? 
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( 49 ) F 
Char. What Attonement 19 that ? 
Wou'd you bear to have your /Chaſtity 


arraign'd by Lady B £, becauſe 
ſhe own'd, in the ſame Breath, her 
own Infamy, already too, public to be 
conceal'd ? Shall he dare to call us ſcan- 
dalous, to proclaim us  Propagators of 
Scandal, and hope to go unpuniſh'd, 
becauſe he blends his efeminate Men 
with us? — No, dear Spritely, I will 
ſpend every Drop of Ink in my Stan- 
dith ' to vindicate the Honour of my 
Sex ; had the F—I blended us with 
the whole Mcle Creation, perhaps I 
had forgiven. aim ; but to couple us 
with his -#eminate Men onl 

L. Sprit, If his Varium & Mutabile, 
in the next Page, (21.) mean Fickle- 
neſs and Unſteadineſs, he takes in his 
own whole Sex, as well as ours, into 
his Deſcription ; and therefore deſerves 
ſome Indulgence at your Hands —- 
* Varium & Mutabik, fays he, tho' 
<* ſatyrically apply'd by Zuvenal to W:- 
* men only, belong equally to Men. 

Char. This Impartiality had really 
eſcaped me, it you had not taken no- 
tice of it- 

L. Sprit, I am pleas'd to have been 
inſtrumental to the reſtoring you to 
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SEP ( 59) 
the C,4\m {o natural to you. But, dear 
Chari! /e, how jejune is the Compli- 
ment he makes our Sex by aflimilating 
us to Mas! I wou'd not be partial to 
my Sex, be-auſe I am of it; I can fee 
many Imper/2&ons we have; but, 1 
think, our givateſt is, to ſet ſo great a 
Value on Creatures far more zmper fect 
than ourſelves. \ i2»w Woman, with all 
her Weakneſſes, you ſhall obſerve her 
more ſincere, more onſiftent, and ge- 
nerally more virtuoue than Man, with 
all his boaſted Judgmci:t and Learning. 
It ſhe ſwerve, who but 'aithleſs Man 1s 
the Cauſe of her ſwerving? If Evehad not 
been ſeduced by a ſinful 7.'-, he had 
been ſpotleſs. Unlearned, untravell'd, 
unedify'd as Women generally are, view 
them in all Relations of Lite, and you 
ſhall obſerve them guilty of fewer Miſ- 
takes, fewer Faults of Conſequence than 
Man. Are they unchaſte, is not Man 
the Seducer? All our Errors proceed 
from that one great Error I have men- 
tioned ; that 1s, in believing too impli- 
citly in Men. Had not the preſent Sub- 
ject of our Diſcourſe, poor Lady Hanmer, 


too weakly confided in one more weak 


than herſelf, ſhe had not been expoſed 
as ſhe now 1s, and always will be, by 
the 


A 
> 


. retire to H—1!] to get rid of Mr. 


($21 


the unſkilful Pen of this unhappy 


M—dman. Is there any Light in which 
Woman don't appear more amiable 
than Man ? 

Char. None, if you'll take a Wo- 
man's Word for't, ha, ha! 


L. Sprif. But, dear Charlotte, to be 
ſerious ; Is not the Argument maintain- 


| able before all equitable Judges ? 


Char. But, dear Spritely; where 
ſhall we find ſuch Judges ? Mr, Pope 
tells you, that Mins and his Equitable 
Colleagues are retired long ago to the in- 
fernal Shades. 

L. Sprit, They were as ſick of their 
faithlels Contemporaries, as I am of our 
more faithleſs unſteady Pazrzots. 

Char. But I hope, dear Spritely, you 
wou'd not, like M:nos and his Colleagues, 


and my Lord —, and all the reſt of our 
inconſiſtent L—1—rs? 

L. Sprit, No, Charlotte ; Sick as I 
am of the World, whilſt his Grace of 
A e remains in it, I would not wil- 
lingly leave it. 

Char. You mean whilſt his Grace 


remains fteady in his Country's Cauſe ? 


L. Sprit, Moſt certainly. For tho' 
$ think his Grace one of the fineſt Gen- 
tlemen of the Age, my Veneration for 

| him 
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(52) 
him reſults folely from my Opinion of 
bis public Virtue and parrial Love, 
Char. And yet, dear Spritely, his 
Grace 1s no better nor worſe than Man 


fill. Such alſo are Mr.— Mr.-— and 


Lord —; and all thoſe, who of late 


have loſt your warm Heart. 

L. Sprit, But, dear Child, tho' many 
Angels tell, there are many more that 
have preſerved their Purity and Inno- 
cence. It wou'd be ſevere io judge 1ll 
of a Man for happening to baye kept 
bad Company. It wou'd be uncandid, 
nay it wou'd be unjuſt, to entertain a 
bad Opinion of one that had never fwer- 
ved, becauſe he may have had a favour- 
able Opinion of another that had fiwer- 
ved as often as he had been try'd. 

Char. Ay, my Dear; the Men fay 
that ſhe only is virtuous who never has 
been try'd.— 

L, Sprit, That Ng. Sex are fo 
uſed to cenſure ours 

Char. And our's, my Dear, ſo apt to 
give them Cauſe. — 

L. Sprif, So apt, you wou'd fay, to 
be deluded to the giving Cauſe. 

Char. That may be true in genera]; 
but there are Exceptions if you can be- 
lieve our ſplenetic Author. So far was 
he from ſeducing his Soul's Sorl, that ſhe 
made him the firſt Advances. > Ba 


(53 ) 
L. Sprit. Impoſſible! as much pains.. 


as the Creature has taken to expoſe that 
poor Lady, I don't remember that he 
infinuates any thing ſo monſtrous of 
her. | | 
Char. You wou'd not fay fo, if this 
Paſſage (page 22,) had not eſcaped your 


Memory. © Know then, Sir, this ill. 


« fated Woman had been told, that I 
« was deſerving and unhappy; two 
© Characteriſtics ſo much her own, 
* that ſhe had a fellow-teeling for me, 
© ere ſhe knew me.” Obſerve, that ſhe 
loved our Tom before ſhe ſaw his ſweet 
Face, or was acquainted with his ſwee- 
ter Mind ——He goes on—*© Upon our 
«© better Acquaintance, tho' I endea- 
« youred to conceal the Truth of one 
<« part of her Information, ſhe grew #6 
&« partial to me, as to think ſhe was not 
« deceived in the other : And at length 
« concetved that Paſjion for me which 
<« ſhe had fo fervently and pathetically 
«© avow'd.”—I hope your Ladyſhip is 
now convinced that Men are not the 


_ only Seducers. 


L. Sprit. Was ever poor Woman fo 
miſerably miſtaken in her Love |! 
_ Char, Pray mind the Foundation on 
which he raiſes this Love, this Paſſion 
which ſhe had fo fervently and patheti- 


cally 


- (54) 
cally avow'd to her laſt dying Moment. 
**-It was not, ſays ſhe, (page 23,) her 
** Ears or Eyes enthrall'd her.” 

L. Sprit. Infufferable! I hope he 
does not ailude to another Senſe leſs mo- 
deft to be mention'd here, than Hearing 
or Seeing £ 

Char. O fyel! an Honourable 'Squire 
mention any other brutiſh Senſe !— No, 
no; he ſoars higher —*<© I am well aware, 
*« ſays he, in the fame page, (23) that to 
+ infinuate fhe cou'd be in, Love with 
* nothing but Mer:?, and at the fame 
** time to be ſpeaking of myſelf as the 
©© confeſs'd Object of her Love, may ſeem 
* to favour a little of Vanty.” 

| L. Sprit. Savour a little of Vanity ! 
This Creature out-does old Bean Fre/- 
ding, of whom 'tis related that he never 
| appear'd in public, but he enquir'd of 
his Servants, how many of the Female 
Crowd had miſcarry'd, becauſe he had 
not ſmiled upon them. His Merit ! 
H-—y's Merit be the Foundation of any 
Woman's Love! Incorrigible Vanmty !— 
I am quite furfeited of the C—c—6. 
If 1 ſtay another Moment in his Com- 
p2ny I ſhall loſe all Patience. 

Char. Nay, nay; if he does not 
frighten you into a Swoon all will be well, 


Ha, ha. | 


L 


($$. | 

L.. Sprit, If ſenſeleſs Vanity cou'd 
have that Effe& upon me, I ſhou'd ap- 
prehend it from hearing any more of his 
crude Jargon ; but as the moſt intrepid 
can't always anſwer for himſelf, I will 
withdraw whilſt I am fafe. Adieu, 
dear Charktte, it you wou'd have my 
thanks, maul him; if you wou'd have 
that of all our Sex, give him no Quar- 
ters3 and if you wou'd acquire the Eſ- 
teem of all Men of Senſe and Modeſty, + 
ſet out this reverſe of them, in his pro- 
_ per Colours—farewel! beſure you meet 

me at Lady Sweep/takes in the Evening. 
It Lady Anyfide ſhou'd be there as uſual, 
you ſhall ſee in what flaming lively Co- 
lours I ſhall paitit her Lord, and all the 
reſt of our Modern Anyfides. 

To tell you Truth, Sir, now m 
Company 1s gone, 1 find the Tide of my 
Spirits run ſo very low, that I apprehend 
you and I will be miſerably dull ſhou'd 
we converſe together any longer. Whe- 
ther it be that Du/neſs inſpires Dulnes, 
and ſo have catch'd the InfeQion of you ; 
but I find myſelf ſo moap'd, now I am 
with you alone, that if I don't conclude 
quickly, I ſhall forfeit the only Charac-_ 
ter that recommends me to my Acquain- 
tance, that is, my Chear/ulneſs. But 
that you may ſee 1 have not miſtaken 

yours, 
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(56) | 
yours, I ſhall preſent you with it with 
all the Juſtice imaginable, and all the 
Chearfulneſs I am yet Miſtreſs of. 

To ſay you are in your right Senſes, 
wou'd be giving yourſelf the Lye, who 
affirm you have not been in the calm 


Poſſeſſion of your Underſtanding for two 


and twenty Years paſt ; and of all things 
I wou'd avoid all Occaſion of rouzing 
the Courage of a Man of your ftrict 
Honour. I may ſay then boldly, on 
your own Teſtimony, that you are Mad. 
Here let me ſtop ; for as Madneſs in- 
cludes every ſevere Thing that can be 
ſaid or thought of the unhappy Object 
ſeiz'd with it, 'tis quite Madneſs for me 
to expatiate any farther on your Charac- 
ter, which indeed 1s beyond all Deſcrip- 
tion, Thoſe who wou'd know it more 


tion, and my R 
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